
J.J. Johnston, CEcD, FM
CEO

Mr. J.J. Johnston, CEcD, FM, is the founder and CEO/Managing Member of ECONOGINE,
LLC, an international economic development consulting organization. He re-activated
ECONOGINE, LLC following two-plus years of service as the Director of Administration of
TPCO America Corporation, a Chinese-owned seamless steel pipe manufacturing project.

Mr.Johnston has served as the President/CEO of several regional economic development

organizations/Chambers of Commerce; and has extensive international business experience. He

has chaired the professional certification board of the International Economic Development
Council, IEDC; has served on the IEDC Board, and has chaired numerous state and regional

business development organizations, including the Mountain States Association.

He was appointed as a Global Scot by the First Minister of Scotland; and serves as President of
the Council of Clan Johnston/e ofNorth America. He was appointed as a Member of the

National Committee on United States-China Relations.

JJ earned a bachelor' s degree in business administration from the University ofNorth Texas and
is a graduate of both the US Chambers Post Graduate Institute and the Economic Development

Institute.

The IEDC has conferred professional certification upon JJ in 1988, and selected him as a

Fellow Member" in 2002, a honor conferred upon members who have achieved "exceptional

stature" in the practice of economic development. He has helped to facilitate the location and

expansion of more than 100 companies, creating thousands of new primary job opportunities,
and creating billions of dollars ofnew wealth for client communities.

JJ lives in south Texas with his spouse Beverly. They are the proud parents of two sons, Travis
and Myles, and four fabulous grandchildren, Jonah, Michael, Anya and Evan. They enjoy music
and snow skiing.

Specialties: International Economic Development, Business Administration, Marketing and
Community Development.



J.J. JOHNSTON, CEcD, FM

4207 Leona River/San Antonio, Texas 78253

Mobile Number( 970) 214-7345. Email: jjjohnston@econogine.com

Overview of Leadership; organization development, business administration and marketing;
Qualifications Thirty eight years of senior level economic development experience;

International business recruitment, retention and expansion;

Building consensus between business, education, government and workforce.

Employment Summary Prior to Re-Activation of Econogine, LLC.( www.econogine. com)

2012- 2014 Director of Administration/TPCO America Corporation

Responsible for Administration/HR/Government/Media& Community
Relations, and team development. TPCO America was selected as" Employer of

the Year" by the twelve county Workforce Solutions of the Coastal Bend, and
Corporate Citizen of the Year by L.U.L.A.C.# 1.

2011- 2012 Vice President/San Antonio Economic Development Foundation

Represented San Antonio in cyber security/information technology and special
international business development projects.

2008-2011 Executive Vice President/Chief Business Development Officer:

Corpus Christi Regional Economic Development Corporation.

Facilitated the attraction of several new industries to the Corpus Christi region,

including the largest FDI from China into the U.S. Chaired the twelve county
Regional Marketing Alliance. Organized and facilitated a unified direct contact
campaign to targeted industries and international media.

2002-2008 CEO/President: Northern Colorado Economic Development Corporation

Restructured/ expanded newly formed regional economic development
organization. Annual budget increased from$ 400K/year to$ 1M/year

Created international marketing program generating numerous new industry
locations, including AMD, Intel, Pelco and In-Situ. In-Situ Project was
selected" Best Partnership" and" Deal of the Year" in Colorado.
More than 2000 new primary job opportunities created.

1999-2002 Senior BDR/ Colorado Office of Economic Development

Point person for all state assisted business development, retention,

expansion and recruitment efforts for western Colorado

Directed Community assessments/ Creation of community marketing plans

1998- 1999 Deputy Executive Director/Texas Department of Economic Development
Provided leadership and oversight for all Trade& Investment Programs,

including Business Recruitment, Finance, Office of International Business,
Smart Jobs, and the Texas Manufacturing Assistance Center
Provided direction to more than 100 professional team members.

Administered budget in excess of$100 million.

1994- 1998 CEO/President/ Mesa County Economic Development Council
Recruited seven new primary industries to Grand Junction, Colorado
resulting in over 1000 new primary jobs, 1300 related jobs



1986- 1994 CEO/President/Roswell, New Mexico Chamber of Commerce/EDC

Created and implemented successful national advertising campaigns and
redesigned existing marketing/management operations resulting in a

100,000 reduction in annual overhead.

Directed redevelopment of the former Walker Air Force Base into a mixed

use Industrial Park, resulting in the attraction of 15 new industries and more
than 2,000 new primary jobs.

Education Graduated:

University ofNorth Texas, BBA/Post Graduate Studies
University of Oklahoma, Graduate, Economic Development Institute.
Southern Methodist University, Graduate, Institute of Organization Mgt.
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Post-Graduate Seminar

Teaching/Faculty Colorado Christian University— Strategic Management Concepts/ Leadership
Appointments New Mexico Community Economic Development Leadership Institute

Eastern New Mexico University at Roswell—Business Management
Numerous Community Leadership Programs

Professional Awarded one of two Fellow Member( FM) designations by the International
Awards and Economic Development Council( IEDC) in 2001. The IEDC awards the FM
Appointments designation to members who have attained" exceptional stature" in the economic

Development profession.

Awarded the Certified Economic Developer( CED) designation by the IEDC
In 1988, and recertified in 1991, 1994, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2006 and 2012
Chaired the IEDC Professional Certification Board of Directors
Received State of Colorado' s highest Economic Development Award in 1995
Received State of New Mexico' s" Developer of the Year" Award in 1994

Served on the IEDC Board of Directors, Board of Regents, Editorial Board
Received Distinguished Service award from the IEDC in 1994 and 1997

Served as President of the New Mexico Chamber Executive Assoc., the New
Mexico Economic Developers Assoc., and the Mountain States Assoc.

Created a Regional Marketing Plan( 1995- 2000) that was selected" Best of Class" by
the IEDC in an international competition.
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